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Education 
 
● Ph.D. Political Science, Massachusetts Institute of Technology – MIT  
● MSc. Political Science, Massachusetts Institute of Technology – MIT  
● B.S. Economics, Universidade Federal de Juiz de Fora – UFJF (Brazil)  
 
 
Professional Experience 
 
School for Environment and Sustainability—University of Michigan, MI 
 
2015    Associate Dean for Research and Engagement 
2012    Professor of Natural Resources and Environment 
2006-2012   Associate Professor of Natural Resources and Environment 
2002-2006   Assistant Professor of Natural Resources and Environment 
2003 Faculty Associate, Program of the Environment, University 

of Michigan 
 
Latin American Area Center - The University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ 
 
2001-2002   Assistant Professor of Latin American Studies 
1998–2002   Assistant Research Professor of Latin American Studies 
1995-1997   Post-Doctoral Fellow 
 
Columbia University Biosphere II Earth Semester - Oracle, AZ 
 
1998    Visiting Professor 
 
Udall Center for Studies in Public Policy - The University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ 
 
2000 to present  Senior Policy Scholar 
1995-2000 Visiting Scholar.  
 
 
Other Affiliations:  
 



 

 

2006-2007 James Martin 21st Century School Fellow, Environmental Change 
Institute, Oxford University, England. 

1998-2002        Adjunct Professor, Department of Architecture and Planning, U of A 
1999-2001 Faculty Fellow, Global Environmental Assessment (GEA) Project, John F. 

Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University. 
 
Honors and Fellowships 
 
Graduate Studies Scholarship - CAPES, Brazilian Ministry of Education, 1988-1992. 
 
MIT-Center for International Studies/MacArthur Program in Transnational Security 
Summer Research Grant, 1992. 
 
MIT-Center for International Studies International Energy and Environment Policy 
Grants, Japan Endowment Fund, Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Dissertation Grant 
1991-1992  
 
James Martin 21st Century School Fellowship, Environmental Change Institute, Oxford 
University, England. July 2006-2007. 
 
Kavli Fellow, US National Academy of Sciences, 2007. 
 
Certificate of Tribute by Governor Jennifer M. Grandholm (Michigan) to honor 
contributions to the science of global climate change” in conjunction with “the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), 2008. 
 
National Science Foundation Distinguished Lecture. “Building Adaptive Capacity to 
Climate Change”. March 12, 2015. Washington DC.  
 
The Governor’s Award for Environmental Excellence. Office of the Governor, Indiana. 
U2U—for Useful to Usable, a research project focused on improving climate decision 
making among corn farmers in IN, MI, IA and NE and funded by the US Department of 
Agriculture (USADA).  
 
Courses taught: 
 
At the University of Arizona: 

● LAS 501 Environmental Policymaking in Latin America 
● LAS 595D Contemporary Issues in Brazilian Politics 
● LAS 595C Public Policy in Latin America 
● IND 102 Modern Latin America 
● LAS 500 Latin American Studies Introductory Seminar 

 
At the University of Michigan: 

 
● UC212/ENVIRON212 Global Change III Institutions and Policy Response 



 

 

● NRE 677 Institutions for Environmental Policymaking in Brazil 
● NRE 677 Integrative Research Seminar: Integrated Conservation and Development 

Projects: Practices, Problems, and Potential (faculty advisor) 
● NRE 501 Environmental Policymaking in Latin America 
● ENViron313 Environment and Development: Dilemmas of Power and Place in a 

Global World 
● NRE 677 Graduate Seminar on Environment and Development 
● NRE 580 Integrated Problem Solving (with Don Scavia) 
● NRE 563 International Environmental Policy 
● NRE 555 Climate and Development 
● ENVIRON 321 Adaptation and Development 
● NRE 741 Research Paradigms 
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in NE Brazil. Climatic Change, 147, 283-297. 

Haigh, T., V. Koundinya, C. Hart, J. Klink, M. Lemos, A. S. Mase, L. Prokopy, A. Singh, 
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Meteorological Society. 

Ultee, L., J. C. Arnott, J. Bassis & M. C. Lemos (2018) From Ice Sheets to Main Streets: 
Intermediaries Connect Climate Scientists to Coastal Adaptation. Earth's Future, 
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Tian, Q., L. Jiang, M. Lemos & S. Qi (2018) Interactions of social, natural, and 
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floods around Poyang Lake. Annals of GIS, 1-12. 
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Tian, Q. & M. C. Lemos (2018) Household Livelihood Differentiation and Vulnerability 
to Climate Hazards in Rural China. World Development, 108, 321-331. 

Morrison, T. H., W. N. Adger, K. Brown, M. C. Lemos, D. Huitema & T. P. Hughes 
(2017) Mitigation and adaptation in polycentric systems: sources of power in the 
pursuit of collective goals. Wiley Interdisciplinary Reviews: Climate Change, 8, 
e479. 

Kalafatis, S. E., & Lemos, M. C. (2017). “The emergence of climate change policy 
entrepreneurs in urban regions.” Regional Environmental Change, 1-9.  

Rasmussen, L. V., C. J. Kirchhoff, and M. C. Lemos (2017). "Adaptation by stealth: 
climate information use in the Great Lakes region across scales." Climatic 
Change: 1-15. 



 

 

Prokopy, L. S., Carlton, J. S., Haigh, T., Lemos, M. C., Mase, A. S., & Widhalm, M. 
(2017). Useful to Usable: Developing usable climate science for agriculture. 
Climate Risk Management, 15, 1-7.  

Lemos, M. C., D. Manuel-Navarrete, B. L. Willems, R. D. Caravantes & R. G. Varady 
(2016) Advancing metrics: models for understanding adaptive capacity and 
water security. Current Opinion in Environmental Sustainability, 21, 52-57. 

Giulio, G., Bedran-Martins, A. and M.C. Lemos (2016). "Adaptação climática: Fronteiras 
do conhecimento para pensar o contexto brasileiro." Estudos Avançados 30.88: 
25-41. 

Nelson, D. R., M. C. Lemos, H. Eakin & Y.-J. Lo (2016) The limits of poverty reduction 
in support of climate change adaptation. Environmental Research Letters, 11, 
094011. 

Lemos M.C., Y.J. Lo, D. Nelson, H. Eakin, A. B Martins (2016). Linking development to 
climate adaptation: Leveraging generic and specific capacities to reduce 
vulnerability to drought in NE Brazil. Global Environmental Change 39, 170-
179. 

Brondizio, E. S., K. O’Brien, X. Bai, F. Biermann, W. Steffen, F. Berkhout, C. 
Cudennec, M. C. Lemos, A. Wolfe & J. Palma-Oliveira (2016) Re-
conceptualizing the Anthropocene: A call for collaboration. Global 
Environmental Change, in press 

Biermann, F., X. Bai, N. Bondre, W. Broadgate, C.-T. A. Chen, O. P. Dube, J. W. 
Erisman, M. Glaser, S. van der Hel and M. C. Lemos (2016). "Down to Earth: 
Contextualizing the Anthropocene." Global Environmental Change. In press 

Darela Filho J., Lapola, D. M., R. R. Torres & M. C. Lemos (2016) Socio-climatic 
hotspots in Brazil: how do changes driven by the new set of IPCC climatic 
projections affect their relevance for policy? Climatic Change, 136, 413-425. 
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Prokopy (2016). "The effects of extreme drought on climate change beliefs, risk 
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Agrawal, A. and M.C. Lemos (2015). Adaptive Development. Nature Climate Change 
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Lemos, M. C. (2015). Usable climate knowledge for adaptive and co-managed water 
governance. Current Opinion in Environmental Sustainability, 12: 48-52. 

Kalafatis, S. E., M. C. Lemos, Y.-J. Lo and K. A. Frank (2015). "Increasing information 
usability for climate adaptation: The role of knowledge networks and 
communities of practice." Global Environmental Change 32: 30-39. 

Kirchhoff, C. J., M. C. Lemos and S. Kalafatis (2015). "Creating synergy with boundary 
chains: Can they improve usability of climate information?" Climate Risk 
Management 9: 77-85. 

Kirchhoff, C. J., M. C. Lemos and S. Kalafatis (2015). "Narrowing the gap between 
climate science and adaptation action: The role of boundary chains." Climate Risk 
Management 9: 1-5. 
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Babin, M. Dunn, J. Andresen and J. Angel (2015). "Extension′ s role in 
disseminating information about climate change to agricultural stakeholders in the 
United States." Climatic Change: 1-12. 
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Mukherjee, E. Renne, H. Stein, C. Watkins, and M. L. Wilson (2009). Sustainable 
Control of Water-Related Infectious Diseases: A Review and Proposal for 
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Lemos, M. C. and J. L. F. Oliveira (2005). Water reform across the state/society divide: 
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coalitions across the state/society divide. Bulletin of Latin American Research, vol. 
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Lemos, M. C., Tim Finan, Roger Fox, Don Nelson and Joanna Tucker (2002) "The Use of 
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Lemos, M. C. and T. Luna (1999). “BECC and public participation in the U.S.-Mexico 
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Gavney, Sara and M.C. Lemos (1999). “Indigenous Policy in Brazil: The Development of 
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Lemos, Maria Carmen (1998). “The Politics of Pollution Control in Brazil: State actors 
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Lemos, Maria Carmen (1998). “The Cubatão Pollution Control Project; popular 
participation and public accountability.” Journal of Environment and 
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National and Syntheses Reports: 
 
IPCC AR-5 WGII (2014) Chapter 20. Climate-Resilient Pathways: Adaptation, 

Mitigation, and Sustainable Development. Coordinating Lead Authors: Fatima 
Denton (Gambia), Thomas Wilbanks (EUA). Lead Authors: Achala Abeyshinghe 
(Sri Lanka), Ian Burton (Canada), Q. Gao (China), Maria Carmen Lemos (EUA), 
T. Masui (Japan), Karen O’Brien (Norway), Koko Warner (Germany).  

National Research Council (2013). A Review of the Draft 2013 of the National Climate 
Assessment. National Research Council of the National Academy of Sciences, 
Committee to Advise the U.S. Global Change Research Program (USGCRP), 
Washington DC. Co-author. 



 

 

National Research Council (2012). A Review of the USGCRP Draft Strategic Plan. 
National Research Council of the National Academy of Sciences, Committee to 
Advise the U.S. Global Change Research Program (USGCRP), Washington DC. 
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authors. 
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Ingram, H., D.L. Feldman, K.L. Jacobs, N. Mantua, M.C. Lemos, B. Morehouse, A. M. 
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Support Experiments and Evaluations using Seasonal-to-Interannual Forecasts 
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(SAP 5.3) Report by the U.S. Climate Change Science Program and the 
Subcommittee on Global Change Research [Nancy Beller-Simms, Helen Ingram, 
David Feldman, Nathan Mantua, Katharine L. Jacobs, and Anne M. Waple 
(eds.)]. NOAA’s National Climatic Data Center, Asheville, NC, pp. 141-154.  

Lemos, M.C. (2007). Drought, Governance and Adaptive Capacity in North East Brazil: 
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Change 2007: Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability. Contribution of Working 
Group II to the Fourth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change, M.L. Parry, O.F. Canziani, J.P. Palutikof, P.J. van der Linden 
and C.E. Hanson, Eds., Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, UK, 357-390.  

National Research Council (2007). Evaluating Progress of the U.S. Climate Change 
Science Program: Methods and Preliminary Results, National Research Council 
(NRC). National Research Council of the National Academies, Washington DC. 
Co-author with 17 other authors. 
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Press, Oxford: UK. 
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Meyer, editors. Wyley and Sons. 

Lemos, M. C., A. Agrawal, H. Eakin, D. Nelson, N. Engle and O. Johns. Building 
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Lemos, M. C., R. M. Formiga Johnsson, D. R. Nelson and N. Engle (2009). Informação 
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Lemos, Maria Carmen (1998). “Popular Participation and Pollution Control in Brazil.”  
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“Technical knowledge and democratic decision-making: building adaptive capacity of 
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“Building Adaptive Capacity in Less Developed Countries.” Invited Plenary Speaker. 
World Climate Research Program Conference (WCRP). Denver, Oct 25-28, 2011. 
 
Workshop in Political Theory and Policy Analysis. Invited Lecture. University of 
Indiana,  Bloomington, April 23, 2012. 
 
“Capacidade de Adaptacao e as cidades”.  Invited Panel Speaker. Seminário 
Internacional: Metropolização Brasileira e os Desafios da Gestão Urbana: O papel da 
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University of Sao Paulo in Sao Carlos, Brazil. September 19, 2012. 
 
“Narrowing the Gap”. Invited lecture, Purdue University, West Lafayette, IA, November 
12, 2012 
 
Advancing Careers in Interdisciplinary Research Workshop. Invited Speaker. Abess 
Center for Ecosystem Science and Policy, University of Miami, Miami, February 11, 
2013 
 
“Narrowing the Climate Information Usability Gap in Latin America”. Invited Speaker. 
The second Colloquium on Knowledge Integration at the Science-Policy Interface 
(C2013), Quito, Ecuador, April 7-13, 2013. 
 
Invited Lecture. Building Adaptive Capacity in Less Developed Countries. Sao Jose dos 
Campos, Brazil, Brazilian Space Institute (INPE). August 2013. 
 
Invited Presentation. Water Governance and Climate in Brazil. Water Transitions 
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Arizona. 
 
Keynote Speaker. Construindo capacidade adaptativa nas cidades. Workshop “Adaptação 
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resposta de São Paulo.". Universidade de Sao Paulo, 23 e 24 de outubro de 2014, São 
Paulo, SP 
 
Building adaptive capacity in less developed countries. Invited Department Lecture, 
Department of Geography, University of Arizona. November 2015. 
 
Building Adaptive Capacity to Climate Impact. Keynote Speaker. Undergraduate 
Research Symposium April 7-8, 2016 at the University of Puerto Rico-Rio Piedras 

Invited Presentation: A Tale of Two Uncertainties. Workshop: The Potentials and Pitfalls 
of Predicting Politics. ETZ, August 26-27, 2016. 

Teale Lecture: Building Adaptive Capacity for Adapting to Climate Change.  March 30, 
2017. University of Connecticutt. This is a University wide lecture series. Information 
can be seen at http://lib.uconn.edu/about/events/tealelectures/ 

Keynote Speaker: Building Adaptive Capacity to Climate Change.  Adapting to Climate 
Change: Actions, Implementations and Outcome. April 28-May 1, 2017. University of 
Notre Dame.  

Departmental lecture: The role of knowledge in building adaptive capacity to climate 
change. University of Washington, Seattle, February, 2018 

Departmental lecture: Knowledge coproduction. Environmental Sciences Program. 
University of Colorado Boulder, February 2018. 

Workshop on Polycentric Governance and the Great Barrier Reef, organized by James 
Cook University, Cassis, France, March 2018. 
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● Search Committee for the Udall Center/Ford Foundation Fellow, member, 2000. 
● Latin American Studies Travel Committee, chair, 2000-01. 
● Latin American Studies FLAS Committee, chair, 2000-01. 
● Fulbright Scholarship Committee–University of Arizona, member, 2000. 
● Faculty Ace– University of Arizona, 2000. 
● Brazil Studies Group at the University of Arizona, chair, 1999-2001. 
● Tinker Travel Grant Committee–Latin American Area Center: member (1998), 
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● Global Change Committee for the Institute for the Study of Planet Earth (ISPE), 
University of Arizona, member, 1999-2002 

● Search Committee for Portuguese Professor, Department of Spanish and 
Portuguese, College of Humanities, member, 2001. 

 
 
At the University of Michigan: 
 

● Fulbright Campus Interview Committee, International Institute, University of 
Michigan, member, 2003, 2008, 2011. 

● Summer Research Grant Committee, Latin American Center, University of 
Michigan, member, 2003. 

● Foreign Language and Foreign Studies Fellowship/LACS Committee, University 
of Michigan, member, 2003. 

● Advisory Board, Life Sciences, Values and Ethics Program, University of 
Michigan, member, 2002-2004. 

● Advisory Board “Just Climate” Conference, member, 2004. 
● International Institute's Travel Award for Master's Program Research (TAMPR), 

reviewer, 2004. 
● PiTE GSI Selection Committee, 2005. 
● Faculty Senate, University of Michigan, member, 2004-2006. 
● Foreign Language and Foreign Studies Fellowship/LACS Committee, University 

of Michigan, member, 2005, 2007, 2009. 
● Advisory Board—Latin American and Caribbean Studies, University of 

Michigan, 2005—present. 
● SNRE Research Committee 2005-2006; 2007—2009; 2010-11. 
● Water Semester Advisory Committee—member 2010-11. 
● SNRE Professor of Practice Search Committee 2011 
● SNRE Executive Committee 2011-2013 
● President Coleman’s Latin American Trip Planning Committee 2011-2013 
● Graham Environmental Sustainability Institute Executive Committee. 2012-

present 
● UM-Fapesp Small Grant Selection Committee. 2013. 
● UM-Brazil Cooperation Committee (Sustainability). 2012-present. 
● Global Engagement Committee (SNRE), 2013-2015, Chair 
● SNRE Promotion and Tenure Committee, member, 2013-14. 
● SEAS Dean Search Committee, member, 2016-17 
● UM Eisenberg Civic Engagement Committee, 2017-present 
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Reviewer for: 
 
Journals: World Development, Climatic Change, Climate Research, Journal of Policy 
Studies, Water Policy, Journal of Political Ecology, Bulletin of the American 



 

 

Meteorological Society, Journal of Environment and Development, Ecology&Society, 
Conservation Biolgy, Climate and Development, Climate Research, Water Resources 
Research, Global Environmental Change, Science, Science, Environmental Science and 
Policy, Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences (PNAS), Geoforum, 
Environmental Management, Weather, Climate and Society, Water Resources Research, 
Journal of Environmental Policy and Management, Climate Risk Management, 
Environment and Planning (A and C), Conservation Letters, Regional Environmental 
Change.  
 
Other agencies and organizations: National Oceanographic and Atmospheric 
Administration, National Science Foundation, Global Environmental Assessment Project 
(Harvard University), United Nations Environmental Program (UNEP), National 
Academy of Sciences (NAS), National Research Council, Canada, Arms Corps of 
Engineers, Australian National University (external reviewer).  
 
National and International Committees  

● Student Prize Committee at LAMA (Latin American Studies Association’s 
environmental studies section), 2000-01. 

● Advisory Board, Latin American Environmental Working Group, LAMA, Latin 
American Studies Association, member, 2003-2004. 

● Research Proposal Panel for the Office of Global Program’s Human Dimensions 
and Economics Program—NOAA, member. 

● Site Visit Review Panel for NSF-Decision Making Under Uncertainty Centers, 
member. 

● Faculty Fellow, Global Environmental Assessment Project–Kennedy School of 
Government, Harvard University (advised fellows, revised articles). 

● Invited author for the United States Climate Science Plan (CCSP) for Decision 
Support Experiments and Evaluations using Seasonal to Interannual Forecasts and 
Observational Data. 

● Contributing author to the IPCC Fourth Assessment Report, Group 7: Industry, 
Settlement and Society, 2005-06. 

● Executive Committee member: Carbon Cycle Decision Support Workshop, 
Boulder, CO, June 13-15, 2005. 

● Steering Committee for the NOAA Climate & Global Change Postdoctoral 
Fellowship, member. 

● Ecohydrology Program Social Science Task Force, IHP, UNESCO, Chair (2006-
07). 

● The National Academies/National Research Council Committee on Strategic 
Advice to the Climate Change Science Program Committee, member (2006-08). 

● Site Visit Evaluation Panel for NSF-Decision Making Under Uncertainty Centers, 
Chair (2007). 

● Inter-American Institute for Global Change Research (IAI), Scientific Advisory 
Committee, Vice-Chair, 2007-2010. 

● Decision, Risk, and Management Sciences Program, National Science 
Foundation, Advisory Panel, member, 2008-2010. 



 

 

● Associate/Subject Editor for the following Journals: Ecology & Society, Climate 
Risk Management, Climate, Weather and Society, Current Opinion of 
Environmental Sustainability and WIRES Climate Change (Domain editor for 
Vulnerability and Adaptation). 

● Editorial Board member: Global Environmental Change (2006-2016), 
Environmental Science and Policy. 

● The National Academies/National Research Council (2010). Advancing the 
Science of Climate Change. America's Climate Choices: Panel on Advancing the 
Science of Climate Change; National Research Council/National Academy of 
Sciences. Member 2009-10. 

● The National Academies/National Research Council Committee on Human 
Dimensions of Global Change/Board of Environment Change and Society, 
member 2008--. 

● Founder and member of Icarus—Initiative on Climate Adaptation Research and 
Understanding through the Social Sciences (with Arun Agrawal, Ben Orlove and 
Jesse Ribot). 

● World Water Congress Scientific Committee—2010-11. 
● Lead Author IPCC WGII AR-5, Chapter 20: “Climate-resilient Pathways:  

Adaptation, Mitigation, and Sustainable Development”. 
● The National Academies/National Research Council Committee to Advise the 

U.S. Global Change Research Program (USGCRP)—2011-13. 
● Advisory Board, Research Application Laboratory (RAL), National Center for 

Atmospheric Research (NCAR), 2013-present. 
● Advisory Board, ICAD, University of Leeds, 2012-present. 
● Federal Committee on Sustained Climate Assessment, NOAA, 2016-17 
● Advisory Board, Socio-Environmental Synthesis Center (SESYNC), 2015-

present. 
● Advisory Board on Environmental Research and Education (ERE), National 

Science Foundation, 2071-present. 
 

 
 


